
INDIAN HILL EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of November 18, 2025 
 

A regular meeting of the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District was held on Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Indian Hill Community Room, 6855 Drake Road, Cincinnati, OH 45243, in accordance with notices sent to each member. Mrs. 
Singh, President, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and roll call showed the following members as present: 

Mr. Marx    Mrs. Singh   Mr. Sumerel  
   Mr. Tullis     Mr. Warfel 

 
Also present were Melissa Stewart, Kirk Koennecke, Heather Higdon, Bill Gruber, Jenny Burton, Cash Hayden, Cristina Smith, 
Brian Phelps, Tim Schweikert, and others.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Cub Scouts Jacob Allen and Micah Allen led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ADOPTION OF REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA (112501) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Sumerel to 
adopt the agenda of the regular business meeting of the Indian Hill Board of Education. All members present voted aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTARY  
 
Gretchen Ashton –  
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Carmella Knoll addressed the Board regarding the high school cheerleading coach, sharing her concerns about the current 
coaching approach and its impact on the cheerleading team. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Monthly Welcome Home Video: Unparalleled Athletics 
 
IHPS: The Power of Play - presented by Aliana Hutchison (1st Grade) and Penelope Philp (2nd Grade) 
 
Indian Hill High School teacher Benn VanOudenallen has been honored with the University of Chicago Outstanding Educator 
Award, recognizing his exceptional impact on students and dedication to teaching. Nominated by a former student, the award 
highlights educators who inspire a love of learning, thoughtfully approach instruction, and support students both inside and outside 
the classroom.  
 
We celebrate Indian Hill High School senior Elyse Longbottom, one of 1,238 selected from over 107,000 submitted applications 
from across the country as a Semifinalist in the elite Coca-Cola Scholars Program. Longbottom was selected based on academic 
excellence, leadership, and service demonstrated in school and community activities. The Semifinalists are in the running for 150 
college scholarships worth $20,000. 
 
We are proud to announce that Indian Hill High School has been officially designated a Special Olympics Unified Champion 
National Banner School, a distinction awarded to schools that demonstrate a strong commitment to inclusion, acceptance, and 
respect for all students. Only eleven schools in Ohio have achieved this prestigious recognition — and two of those schools are 
now part of the Indian Hill Village School District. To celebrate this achievement, Indian Hill High School will host a presentation 
ceremony on Friday, December 12, 2025, at 12:30 p.m. in the Sue Harder Performing Arts Center. 
 
We proudly announce that Athletic Director Brian Phelps has been named a 2025 “Athletic Director of the Year” by the Ohio 
Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (OIAAA). This prestigious honor recognizes outstanding leadership and 
excellence in service to student-athletes, coaches, and school communities across the state of Ohio. 
 
APPROVAL OF COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS AGREEMENT WITH UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI (112502) – Mr. 
Sumerel moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to approve the agreement. Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
APPROVAL OF GIRLS WRESTLING AS A SANCTIONED SPORT (112503) – Mr. Sumerel moved, seconded by Mr. 
Warfel, to approve girls wrestling as a sanctioned sport. Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
APPROVAL OF OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIPS (112504) – Mr. Sumerel moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to approve the 
following field trip: 

 
Indian Hill High School - Ohio Junior Classical League Convention, Columbus, OH, March 6 - 8, 2026 

 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 
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RESOLUTION DECLARING THE IMPRACTICABILITY OF TRANSPORTATION AND OFFERING PAYMENT 
TO PARENTS IN LIEU OF TRANSPORTATION (112505) – Mr. Sumerel moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to approve the 
following resolution:  
 

 

 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS, TUITION REIMBURSEMENTS AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS (112506) – Mr. Sumerel 
moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to approve the following personnel matters as recommended by the Superintendent: 
 

Approval of Classified Staff Contracts (2025-2026) 
Dylan Browning, Paraeducator, $20.50/hr 
Morgan Croucher, Bus Aide, $16.50/hr 
Chris Hall, Winter Maintenance, 15.00/hr up to 90 hours 
Julia Ha, Bus Driver, $31.13/hr 

 
Approval of Substitutes 
Morgan Croucher, Bus Aide, $16.50/hr 
Tanica Stallworth, Bus Driver, $24.00/hr 
David Uy, Van Driver, $24.00/hr 
Gina Helms, Bus Driver, $24.00/hr 

 
After School Support Rate (2025-26 School Year) - $41.00/hr 
 
Approval of Supplemental/Personal Service Contracts (2025-2026) 
Kim Given, Mentor Adjustment, $463.83 
Nick Carpenter, Student Council, $750.00 
Addison Ryan, Girls Wrestling Assistant Coach, $4,000.00 
Rob Guy, Football MS Assistant Coach, $4,000.00 
Nathaniel Smith, Field Hockey JV Coach, $5,200.00 
Trevor Nolan, Cross Country Assistant Coach, $750.00 
William Burbick, E-Sports MS Head Coach, $2,500.00 
Don Louden, Boys Basketball Assistant Coach, $1,800.00 
Mike Lockhart, Boys Basketball Assistant Coach, $1,800.00 
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Brian Shaw, Boys Basketball Assistant Coach, $2,000.00 
Jonathan Higgins, Boys Basketball Assistant Coach, $2,500.00 
Samantha Berten, Girls Golf Assistant Coach, Volunteer 
Sandy Gemmel, After School Student Support, $4,205.90 
Amy Smart, After School Student Support, $1,855.06 
Tara Rose, Field Hockey Playoffs, $300.00 
Nathaniel Smith, Field Hockey Playoffs, $300.00 
Angel Miller-Ell, Volleyball Playoffs, $300.00 
Brian Qiao, Volleyball Playoffs, $300.00 
Mike Barrie, Volleyball Playoffs, $300.00 
Izzie Crow, Volleyball Playoffs, $300.00 
Brian Schubert, Tennis Playoffs, $450.00 
Adam Wolter, Tennis Playoffs, $450.00 
Mike Piergalski, Tennis Playoffs, $450.00 
Amy Dunlap, Girls Soccer Playoffs, $450.00 
Julie Kunkel, Girls Soccer Playoffs, $450.00 
Sarah Wagoner, Girls Soccer Playoffs, $450.00 
Matt Hindman, Girls Soccer Playoffs, $450.00 
Sherri Muse, Girls Soccer Playoffs, $450.00 
Brian Daniel, Boys Soccer Playoffs, $450.00 
Mike Fry, Boys Soccer Playoffs, $450.00 
Tony Awor, Boys Soccer Playoffs, $450.00 
Mike Duncan, Boys Soccer Playoffs, $450.00 
Jackie McCarthy, Cross Country Playoffs, $450.00 
Drew Bolubasz, Cross Country Playoffs, $450.00 
Tom Millard, Cross Country Playoffs, $450.00 
Will Thomure, Golf Playoffs, $300.00 
Jackie Trott, Golf Playoffs, $150.00 
 
Approval of Certified Staff Contract (2025-2026) 
Kelly Haney, 1.0 FTE for .62 of school year, Primary School Music Teacher, Limited Contract, Column BA, 
Step 0, $30,594.89 
 
Retirements 
Jeffrey Wells, 5th Grade Teacher, effective end of school year 2025-2026 
Don Flint, Educational Aide, effective end of school year 2025-2026 
Barbara Watson, Music Teacher, effective 10/31/25 
Chris Rotsching, Band Teacher, effective end of school year 2025-2026 
 
Resignations 
Brody Burleson, Van Driver, effective 10/17/25 
Carol Siegel, Recess Aide, effective 11/7/25 
 
Change of Supplemental/Personal Service Contracts (2025-2026) 
Daniel Boyer, E-Sports HS Head Coach, $3,000.00 
John Jacobs, Girls Wrestling Head Coach, $5,200.00 
John “Jake” Jacobs, Girls Wrestling Assistant Coach, Volunteer 
Carlitos Anderson, Boys Basketball JV Head Coach, $6,500.00 
Fred Tudor, Boys Basketball Assistant Coach, $2,800.00 
Steve Metz, 8th Grade Boys Basketball Coach, $4,200.00 
Mike Lockhart, 7th Grade Boys Basketball Coach, $4,200.00 
Don Louden, 7th & 8th Grade Boys Basketball Coach, $2,800.00 
Quincy Tillinghast, 7th & 8th Grade Boys Basketball Coach, $2,500.00 
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Tuition Reimbursement 
Mimi Black, Northern Kentucky University, $1,032.00 
 

Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (112507) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to approve the minutes of the October 7, 
2025, regular meeting. Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS (112508) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to approve the financial 
reports as presented for the month ended October 31, 2025. Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
ESTABLISHMENT OF STUDENT ACTIVITY ACCOUNTS (112509) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to 
approve the establishment of the following student activity accounts: 
 

Primary School NSTEM 
Elementary School NSTEM 
OHSAA Tournament - Girls Tennis 
 

Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
APPROVAL TO PAY NOW/THEN INVOICES (112510) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to approve the 
payment of the following now/then invoices: 
 

Cincinnati Regional Chamber, 2026 Chamber Gold Membership, $5,300.00 
Follett Higher Education Group, LLC (University of Cincinnati), College Credit Plus Textbooks, $3,845.84 
Quick, LLC, Girls Soccer Parkas, $3,517.63 
 

Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS (112511) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to approve the following contracts:  

 
Lifeskills South Florida, Treatment Services Agreement, $40,600.00 

 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 
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RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY AUDITOR TO MAKE ADVANCE PAYMENT OF TAXES (112512) – 
Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to adopt the following resolution: 

 
Whereas, the Ohio Revised Code allows a taxing authority to request payment from the County Auditor funds derived from taxes 

or other sources to the County Treasurer, which may be held on account of a local subdivision; 

Therefore, be it resolved by the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District, Cincinnati, Ohio: 

Section 1. That the Auditor and the Treasurer of Hamilton County in accordance with  Ohio Revised Code § 321.34, be requested 
to draw and pay to the Indian Hill  Exempted Village School District upon the written request of Mick Davis,  CFO/Treasurer, to 

the County Auditor, funds due in any settlement of collection year  2026 derived from taxes or other sources, payable to the 
County Treasurer to the  account of the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District and lawfully applicable for the  purposes of 

the 2026 or 2027 fiscal year. 

Section 2. That the CFO/Treasurer of the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District shall forward to the County Auditor a 
certified copy of this resolution. 

Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
RESOLUTION TO FILE A MODIFIED TAX BUDGET WITH THE COUNTY AUDITOR (112513) – Mr. Tullis moved, 
seconded by Mr. Warfel, to adopt the following resolution: 

 
WHEREAS, Section 5705.28 of the Ohio Revised Code requires a board of education to adopt an annual tax budget on or before 

January 15th for the next succeeding fiscal year; and 

WHEREAS, Section 5705.281 of the Ohio Revised Code authorizes the county budget commission to waive the requirement that 
a school district adopt a tax budget as provided under Section 5705.28 of the Ohio Revised Code, and instead authorize the board 
of education to provide such information to the county budget commission as may be required by the commission to perform its 

duties under Chapter 5705 of the Ohio Revised Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Hamilton County Auditor has informed the Board of Education of the Indian Hill Exempted Village School 
District (the “Board of Education”) that it is required to pass a Resolution authorizing the Treasurer of the Board of Education to 

make a request to waive the requirement of the adoption of a tax budget, and instead request to file a modified tax budget in 
accordance with Section 5705.281 of the Ohio Revised Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education has utilized a modified tax budget in prior years and believes that its continued use is 
advantageous since it provides additional information on the long‐term financial plan of the District and utilizes a format that has 

become familiar to the Board of Education and its community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District Board of Education as follows: 

SECTION I 

The Treasurer of the Board of Education is hereby authorized and directed to request the ability to file a modified tax budget for 
the 2026/2027 fiscal year. The Treasurer shall make said request by sending a letter addressed to the Indian Hill Exempted Village 

School District Hamilton County Budget Commission and including a copy of this Resolution with his letter. 

SECTION II 

The Treasurer of the Board of Education is hereby authorized and directed to do all things necessary to ensure the Board of 
Education may utilize the modified tax budget for the 2026/2027 fiscal year. 

SECTION III 
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It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning or related to the adoption of this Resolution were 
adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and all deliberations of this Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal 

actions were adopted in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all applicable requirements of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
ACCEPT THE CAPITAL ONE REWARDS REPORT AND APPROVE THE REDEMPTION OF $7,300.00 WORTH OF 
POINTS TO BE USED AS A CREDIT ON THE ACCOUNT (112514) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to accept 
the report and approve the redemption. Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
APPROVAL OF CHANGE OF APPROPRIATION(S) (112515) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to approve the 
following changes: 

 
Increase Fund 001 (General Fund) by $345,571.68 
Increase Fund 300 (District Managed Student Activities) by $200,000.00 
Increase Fund 401 (Auxiliary Services) by $14,113.39 
Increase Fund 516 (Title VI-B, IDEA) by $114,099.56 
Decrease Fund 551 (Title III-Immigrant) by $5,000.00 
Increase Fund 584 (Student Support & Academic Enrichment) by $115.84 
Increase Fund 590 (Improving Teacher Quality) by $4,002.02 

 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS (112516) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to accept the following donations: 
 

Brooks Sports, Cross Country, $1,000.00 
IH Boosters, Pitching Machine Cameras, $2,500.00 
IH Boosters, Latin Club Transportation, $600.00 
IH Boosters, Arts & Athletics, Discretionary Purchases, $22,636.00 
IH Foundation, Entrepreneurship Center, $2,100.00 
IH Foundation, Candi Wineland Memorial Fund, $8,670.10 
 

Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
NEOLA POLICY UPDATES – SECOND READING (112517) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Warfel, to adopt the 
following policies as read: 
 
1422 (Replacement) - Nondiscrimination, Equal Employment Opportunity, and Anti-Harassment  
1422.02 (Rescind) - Nondiscrimination Based on Genetic Information of the Employee  
1623 - Section 504/ADA Prohibition Against Disability Discrimination in Employment  
1613 - Student Supervision and Welfare  
1662 (Rescind) - Anti-Harassment  
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2260 - Nondiscrimination and Access to Equal Education Opportunity   
2260.01 - Section 504/ADA Prohibition Against Discrimination Based on Disability  
2266 - Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in District Programs or Activities  
2430.02 - Participation of Community/STEM School Students in Extracurricular Activities  
2431 - Interscholastic Athletics  
3122 (Replacement) - Nondiscrimination, Equal Employment Opportunity, and Anti-Harassment  
3122.02 (Rescind) - Nondiscrimination Based on Genetic Information of the Employee  
3123 - Section 504/ADA Prohibition Against Disability Discrimination in Employment  
3130 - Assignment and Transfer  
3213 - Student Supervision and Welfare  
3362 (Rescind) - Anti-Harassment  
4122 (Replacement) - Nondiscrimination, Equal Employment Opportunity, and Anti-Harassment  
4122.02 (Rescind) - Nondiscrimination Based on Genetic Information of the Employee  
4123 - Section 504/ADA Prohibition Against Disability Discrimination in Employment  
4213 - Student Supervision and Welfare  
4362 (Rescind) - Anti-Harassment  
5130 - Withdrawal from School  
5136 - Personal Communication Devices  
5200 - Attendance  
5223 - Released Time for Religious Instruction During the School Day  
6109 (New) - Acceptance of Payment by Credit Card  
6152 (Technical Correction) - Student Fees, Fines, and Charges  
6830 - Audit  
7540.02 - Digital Content and Accessibility  
7541 (Rescind) - Electronic Data Processing Disaster Recovery Plan  
8305 - Information Security  
8400 - School Safety  
8462 - Student Abuse and Neglect  
8640 - Transportation for Non-Routine Trips  
9270 - Equivalent Education Outside the Schools & Participation in Extra-Curricular for Students not Enrolled in the District  
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 

Mr. Marx, aye   Mrs. Singh, aye   Mr. Sumerel, aye   
   Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

 
OTHER BUSINESS BY BOARD/ADMINISTRATION 
 
Mrs. Singh asked if there was any other business by the Board or Administration.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION (112518) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Marx, to move into Executive Session at 6:55p.m.  

WHEREAS, as a public board of education may hold an executive session only after a majority of the quorum of this 
board determines by a roll call vote to hold such a session and only at a regular or special meeting for the sole purpose of the 
consideration of any of the following matters: 

In accordance with O.R.C. 121.22(G) (1) - To consider the employment of a public employee or official (treasurer). 

In accordance with O.R.C. 121.22(G) (3) – Conferences with an attorney for the public body concerning disputes 
involving the public body that are the subject of a pending or imminent court action.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District Board of Education, by 
a majority of the quorum present at this meeting, does hereby declare its intention to hold an executive session on item(s) listed 
above. 
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Roll call vote was as follows: 

Mr. Marx, aye Mrs. Singh, aye Mr. Sumerel, aye 
Mr. Tullis, aye   Mr. Warfel, aye 

At 6:55 p.m., the Board went into executive session with the following persons also present:  

Mr. Phelps, Mr. Schweikert, Mr. Davis, Mr. Koennecke, Mr. Nichols, and Dr. Stewart.  

Mr. Phelps, Mr. Koennecke, Mr. Nichols, and Dr. Stewart left at 7:45 p.m. 

At 8:29 p.m., the Board of Education returned from Executive Session with all members present. 

ADJOURNMENT (112519) – Mr. Tullis moved, seconded by Mr. Sumerel, to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Indian Hill 
Board of Education at 8:30 p.m. Roll call vote was as follows: 

Mr. Marx, aye Mrs. Singh, aye Mr. Sumerel, aye 
Mr. Tullis, aye Mr. Warfel, aye 

__________________________________________ ______________________________________________ 
Board President  CFO/Treasurer 
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