INDIAN HILL EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Social Studies Curriculum - May 2009
AP Economics

Course Description: Advanced Placement Economics

This full-year college-level course begins with basic economic concepts and proceeds to
examine both microeconomics and macroeconomics in greater detail. The microeconomics portion of
the class is during the first semester and places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of
product markets. It also includes the study of factor markets and the role of government in promoting
greater efficiency and equity in the economy. The macroeconomics portion is presented in the second
semester and emphasizes the study of national income and price determination. It also examines
monetary and fiscal policy solutions and develops students' familiarity with economic performance
measures, economic growth, and economics in a global environment. In May, students will have the
opportunity to take the AP tests in both Microeconomics and Macroeconomics.

The class is organized by following the units in the Morton Activity book. There are five units
which are covered in both the Microeconomic and the Macroeconomic portions of the course. (Unit 1:
Basic Concepts is only covered in the 1% semester as all kids take the class both semesters) Each of
the units is supplemented with reading from the McConnell textbook. Reading notes for the chapters
are also provided for the students. Various ancillary materials from the McConnell text are used (i.e.
PowerPoint presentations, practice quizzes, key terms, and test banks). All of the notes and
ancillaries (except the test banks) are available to the students through the school blackboard site.
The class blackboard site is very extensive and contains many active links supplementing the class
lessons on various different concepts throughout the course.

Grades are determined primarily by tests and quizzes. Students receive approximately 7-10
grades per quarter. A class contribution grade is also included. Students are highly encouraged to
meet with the teacher as necessary for further instruction.

Course Planner

Full citations for all of the resources named in the calendars can be found in the “Resources” section
of this syllabus.

Activities: The activity numbers in the syllabus refer to the activities in John Morton’s Advanced
Placement Workbook (both the Microeconomics and Macroeconomics) which is published by the
National Council on Economic Education.

Teaching Strategies

The lecture-discussion format is widely utilized. Each unit includes reading from the text and
activities from the workbook. Most of the main concepts listed on the class website include active
links to definitions and graphs. All PowerPoint presentations are also available to the students via the
website. Students are required to actively participate in class in order to develop and reinforce their
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understanding of the subject matter. Students are encouraged to review the material in whatever
fashion works best for them (i.e. some prefer using the computer while others prefer using a
textbook).
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Microeconomics (1% Semester)

Class Resources

Textbook

McConnell, Campbell R. and Stanley L. Brue. Economics: Principles, Problems, and Policies. 15"
ed. New York: The McGraw-Hill Companies, 2002.

Student Activities Book

Morton, John S. Advanced Placement Economics: Microeconomics. New York: National Council on
Economic Education, 2003. Two books: Student Activities and Teacher Resources Manual.

Additional Sources (not all inclusive)

Internal Class website located on school Blackboard site (daily plans are also located here)
“A Market in Wheat” simulation published by the Joint Council on Economic Education 1988.
http://www.amosweb.com

http://reffonomics.com/

http://www.mhhe.com/economics/mcconnell15e/

Gwartney, James D., et al. Economics Private & Public Choice. 9" ed. Orlando: Dryden
Press, 2000.

Krugman, Paul, and Robin Wells. Economics. New York: Worth Publishers, 2006.

e Mankiw, N. Gregory. Principles of Economics. 3" ed. Cincinnati: Southwestern Publishing,
2004.

Macroeconomics(2nd Semester) (egins on p. 19)

Class Resources

Textbook

McConnell, Campbell R. and Stanley L. Brue. Economics: Principles, Problems, and Policies. 15"
ed. New York: The McGraw-Hill Companies, 2002.

Student Activities Book

Morton, John S. Advanced Placement Economics: Macroeconomics. New York: National Council on
Economic Education, 2003. Two books: Student Activities and Teacher Resources Manual.
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Additional Sources (not all inclusive)

e Internal Class website located on school Blackboard site (daily plans are also located here)

e http://www.amosweb.com

e http://reffonomics.com/

e http://www.mhhe.com/economics/mcconnell15e/

e Gwartney, James D., et al. Economics Private & Public Choice. 9" ed. Orlando: Dryden
Press, 2000.

e Krugman, Paul, and Robin Wells. Economics. New York: Worth Publishers, 2006.

e Mankiw, N. Gregory. Principles of Economics. 3" ed. Cincinnati: Southwestern Publishing,
2004.
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